
Holocaust Through Film
Arts & Sciences 113X.XX, Freshman Seminar

Fall Semester 2017, 1 Credit Hour

Instructor

Office
Robert Holub

340 Hagerty

email

Office Hours
Holub.5@osu.edu

By appointment on Monday or Wednesday


Course Description
Since the end of the Second World War many filmmakers have examined the Holocaust through cinema. Although the Holocaust was not recognized as a discreet event of genocide for the first two decades after the war, by the late 1960s it began to be considered as a unique historical occurrence that focused on the attempt to annihilate European Jewry. Film helped to contribute to this new consciousness of the Holocaust, and no film was more important in this regard than the TV mini-series titled Holocaust in 1978. This seminar will focus mostly on this docu-drama and consider it as a vehicle for the mediation of defining moments in the Holocaust. We will begin the term by considering the most famous early documentary in Holocaust cinema, Resnais’s Night and Fog (1955), turn to a ten-week consideration of the mini-series Holocaust, and close the term with excerpts from two films that implicitly critique Holocaust, Lanzmann’s Shoah (1985) and Nemes’s Son of Saul (2015). The goal of the seminar is twofold: to demonstrate how the contours of the Holocaust have been mediated by film, and, especially in the final weeks, to examine the debate in cinema about the appropriate way to represent the Holocaust. 
Texts
Films will be available on the Secured Media Laboratory Site = https://drm.osu.edu/media/. Occasional supplementary readings will be made available through Carmen.
Course Policies
Students will be expected to attend class regularly, contribute to discussions, and to make occasional short presentations on sequences of film. Since there are only 15 one-hour meetings of the seminar, students are expected to attend unless they are ill or have an emergency; students should notify me by email if they are going to be absent from class. A grade of pass or satisfactory will be given to all students who participate regularly in the course and who demonstrate adequate preparation and grasp of the material. That grasp of the material will be demonstrated in class discussions and by a final assignment, which will consist of a three-page explication of any sequence or scene from a film, or a three-page contrast between Shoah and Holocaust.
Grading
Grading will be S/U. The grade will be based equally on class participation and assignments (50%) and the final written assignment (50%).

Academic Misconduct 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentlife.osu.edu/pdfs/csc_12-31-07.pdf).

Students with Disabilities 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Weekly Schedule
Week One


Introduction: Resnais’s Night and Fog and the cinematic 





documentation of the Holocaust
Week Two


Night and Fog continued. What is Resnais documenting and why is he documenting it?
Week Three

 
Holocaust: The Weiss family and German anti-Semitism in the 1930s
Week Four 


The Dorf Family: Heydrich and the Machinery of Genocide
Week Five 


Buchenwald: What is a Concentration Camp? (Karl Weiss)
Week Six 


The Warsaw Ghetto: Ghettoization and Nazi Strategy (Josef and 




Moses Weiss)
Week Seven 


Hadamar and the Elimination of the “Unfit” (Anna Weiss)
Week Eight 


Order Commandos and the Systematic Murder of Jews (Hans Helms)
Week Nine 


Resistance in the Countryside (Rudi Weiss, Helena Slomova)
Week Ten 


The Final Solution and the Introduction of Zyklon B (Dorf)
Week Eleven 


Deportations and the Jewish Councils (Josef and Moses Weiss)
Week Twelve 


The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (Moses Weiss)
Week Thirteen
 

Auschwitz as Death Camp (Josef, Berta, Karl)
Week Fourteen 

Lanzmann’s Shoah and the Critique of Representation 
Week Fifteen


Lanzmann and Nemes’s Son of Saul as Alternatives to Holocaust
Robert Holub taught in the German Department at the University of California, Berkeley, for 27 years from 1979-2006. He joined the Department of German Languages and Literature at OSU as Ohio Eminent Scholar in German after a series of positions in academic administration: first as Dean of the Undergraduate Division at Berkeley (2003-06), then Provost at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville (2006-08), and finally as Chancellor of the Amherst campus at the University of Massachusetts (2008-12). He was a distinguished visiting professor at Ohio State in 1997. His scholarly work and coursework deal a great variety of topics in nineteenth and twentieth-century literary, cultural, and intellectual history. He regularly teaches an honors course on Representation and Memory in Holocaust Films.
